
Communication in relation to a question received for the Health and 
Wellbeing Board 

The Health and Wellbeing Board, via Cllr Roche as the chair, received the following question 
from a member of the public on 29 July 2018.

“The organisation in charge of the Health and Wellbeing Board i.e. the council must take 
these questions and statements and have them answered by the board under the Public 
Sector Equality Act. Circumventing any relevant policy that is not a law, that would block 
these questions or statements, any non-compliance of this request will be subject to a legal 
challenge by myself [name removed]and any relevant persons or peoples to whom the issue 
applies.

Statement:
 JSNA does not provide the full waiting list for primary care and secondary care services for 
assessment and diagnosis. Given that it is up to the statutory authority to deal with making 
sure that public sector equality is upheld will they do the following:
 
Questions 1) Will the chair including all associated bodies that commission local services, 
now ask or provide waiting lists for each contract in place for assessment and diagnosis, in 
the NHS and provide the total cost of clearing each waiting list?
 
Question  2) Will the chair request that the waiting list for all Social Care services are 
published on a monthly basis for review emergency or otherwise, and the first assessment 
and provide a cost for each month to clear that waiting list?
 
Question 3) Will the board then provide the list to the Sectary of State for Health and Social 
Care, to make sure they are aware of the waiting list and hold them to account on funding 
the clearing of such waiting list under the health and social care act and the care act?
 
Please do the above in 3 months of your next board meeting.
 
Failure to comply could lead to corporate manslaughter charges as this could be deemed a 
failure of each body, its associated professionals in not meeting the public sector equality 
duty.”
 
 
A response was provided via email from Cllr Roche which stated: 

“Thank you for your email. Unfortunately the Rotherham Health and Wellbeing Board 
cannot accept your request as it is not within the remit of the Board to do so. 
 
The Health and Wellbeing Board is a strategic body whose role is to improve the health and 
wellbeing of the people in its area by encouraging integrated commissioning between 
health, social care and public health. It does not have a role in monitoring performance or 
waiting times, which are operational matters. You should therefore direct your request for 
information on waiting lists and the cost of clearing these lists to each individual provider of 
commissioned services.”


